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three hours, and then the wings gradually close. When the driver perceives this he lets himself fall gently to earth upon his own feet, in order to rewind the wheels of the clockwork, and then resumes his seat above the wings to continue his flight.
" He himself says that, if by some ill-luck one of the wheels jammed, or the framework were to break, he would inevitably fall headlong to the ground. For this reason he does not rise much beyond the height of the trees, and he has not run the risk more than once of passing over the sea, which he did from Calais to Dover, arriving the same morning in London, whither he said he was drawn, partly by curiosity, partly by the fame of our learned men and professors of mechanical science, who seem in the present day to surpass all others in the known world both in the design of their works and in the technical skill with which they construct them.
" He has already had an interview with two of the leading men in that branch of science, who have seen his machine at work, and he has promised to send them by next Christmas an entire and complete set of wheels, more accurately finished, and not so liable to accidents, which will only occupy half the space of the old ones, with this difference into the bargain, that they will work more quietly, and will continue revolving on the average for six hours, so that the machine will fly at the rate of thirty miles an hour without rewinding the clockwork.
" The exquisite choice of the feathers which adorn this bird surpasses the imagination and skill of the ablest painters. The most beautiful variety of colour and shade is there represented : brilliant sky-blue, gold, ruby, green, brown, and white, and these colours all blended in such delightful fashion that the like has never been seen before.
" The inventor recently made a flight from the Park of London to Windsor Terrace, and returned thence, the whole expedition taking less than two hours. On His